
Guide to Understanding 
Portfolios

Reading Portfolio Pages



The Portfolio tab 
provides your teams 
with access to data 
and management tools 
including Rankings and 
Change Password. 

The Trade tab provides 
your teams with tools for 
entering trades. It also 
includes a link to the 
Rules.  

The Research tab 
provides your teams 
with links to market 
indices and financial 
news as well as price 
quotes and charts. 

It is important teams Log Off after 
they are finished using their 
portfolios. As a security measure, 
the SMG System automatically 
logs a team off after 15 minutes of 
inactivity.



Account Summary is a financial summary of a team’s portfolio. 
Information about Total Equity and Buying Power is provided here. 

Account Holdings lists the stocks, bonds, and mutual funds that are 
currently in a team’s portfolio. 

Transaction History shows all of the activity that has occurred in a 
team portfolio during The Stock Market Game. This includes trades, fee 
charges, interest (paid and received), dividends, stock splits, and other 
corporate actions. 

Realized Gains and Losses displays the 
equity gained or lost when a team sells or 
short covers. It also includes interest 
earned and dividend payments. 

Rankings displays how a team is 
performing compared to the other teams 
in their region. Rankings are based on 
either the total portfolio equity or the 
percentage of equity growth compared to 
the S&P index. 

Change Password allows your 
team  to change their password. 



Cash Balance is the amount of cash the 
team has available to spend on buying 
stock and short. A negative amount in the 
Cash Balance means that the team has 
bought on margin (borrowed money).

Total Value of Longs is 
the worth of the stocks, 
bonds, and  mutual 
funds the team owns.

Account Summary Page

Value of Shorts is the worth of the 
securities the team has sold short .

Buy Marqin Requirement is the amount of 
collateral needed to borrow on margin.

Buying Power is the total amount of money 
available to buy more stocks, bonds, and/or 
mutual funds. Usually it is 2x Available Equity.

Minimum Maintenance is the 
minimum equity the team 
must maintain after 
borrowing on margin.

Total Equity is value of 
the team’s cash plus 
the securities it owns. 



Positions refers to how 
a security is being 
held. Long means the 
buyer expects the 
price to rise. Short
refers to Short Sell (a 
strategic trade where a 
buyer hopes a stock’s 
value drops).

Net Cost per Share 
or $100 is the 
money spent on 
each share of stock 
or mutual fund (or 
each $100 for 
bonds) plus 
commission.

Unrealized Gains & 
Losses is how much 
money the team would 
gain or lose on a 
security if they were to 
sell it at this moment. 

Account Holdings Page

Shares or $Value is 
how much of a 
company or fund the 
team owns or how 
much money they 
have in a bond. Shares 
from a Short Sell 
appear as negative 
numbers (e.g. -100).

Current Price per 
Share or $100 is based 
on the previous day’s 
closing price.



Transaction History Page

All Transactions
lists the 
transaction types 
in a team’s 
portfolio. Open 
the drop down 
menu to show 
only a specific 
type of 
transaction: 
Dividends, Buys, 
Sells, Interest, 
or Adjustments. 

Show From (mm-dd-
yyyy) To (mm-dd-
yyyy) allows teams to 
view transactions from 
a specific time period. 

Cost per Share or $100 displays 
the actual cost of stock, mutual 
fund, or bond. Transaction 
History is the only page in the 
portfolio that displays Cost per 
Share with SMG fees and 
commissions separated out. 



Realized Gains and Losses Page

Interest and Dividends 
is the sum total of all 
interest paid or received 
and dividends received.

Gains appear as 
black text. 
Losses appear as 
red text inside 
parentheses.  

The Original Cost 
appears in red  
because the 
transaction was 
a short sell.  

parentheses.  



Only teams that 
have made a valid 
trade appear in 
Overall Rankings. 
Teams that have 
not traded will not 
appear. 

Rankings Page

Region rankings represents 
the team’s performance as 
compared to other active 
teams in the region assigned 
by your SMG Coordinator. In 
most cases, regions are 
determined by grade and 
location. Contact your SMG 
Coordinator to confirm your 
team’s Region. 

Coordinator rankings 
represents the team’s 
performance as 
compared to all active 
teams registered with 
your SMG Coordinator 
regardless of location or 
grade. 



Click ?-Help for glossaries and detailed explanations of the 
tools available to you on each of your portfolio’s pages. 
Each page of your portfolio has its own Help section. 

For additional help, submit a question using the Help Desk 
tool under Manage Portfolios in the Teacher Support 
Center. 

Change Password Page

Passwords are upper and lower case 
sensitive. For example, if your password 
is "Stock," you must enter it with a 
capital S; "stock" will not work. 

If your team loses its password please 
ask your SMG Coordinator to send a 
current class password list. 



Need more help? 
Contact your local 
SMG Coordinator SMG Coordinator 
for assistance…  


